DRAMATIC ARTS: ADA10
If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Drama Department at 
416-393-0270 ext: 20101. Ms Wellsman is your drama teacher. Check out her website at gowithflo.weebly.com.
Course  Content:
1.  Communicating through Body and Voice (54 hours - 45%)

Students begin the year with drama games and exercises designed to help develop many of the skills they will need to be successful in drama and help them get comfortable with the class and the subject matter. Students explore activities that teach them to use their body and voice to dramatically communicate their ideas. Students will explore movement, mime, choral drama, role play, improvisation, tableaux, writing in role, and narrative or story drama. Students analyze group dynamics and learn how to make the dramatic process a successful one. They will experiment with a variety of sources including music, visual art, photographs, stories, and scripts. Finally, they are introduced to the specialized vocabulary used in drama, as well as how to approach writing a play review. Students will be required to write two play reviews: Docudramas and the NSS Mainstage performance.
2. Improvisation: Discovery (13 hours - 10%)

Students will be introduced to improvisational games, structures and exercises designed by the Canadian Improv Games as well as their teacher to help them “think on their feet” and be spontaneous. Spontaneous and polished improv will be used as a tool to foster skills such as leadership, commitment and teamwork. They will learn to recognize and articulate many important elements of effective drama. 
3. Becoming Someone Else: Character Development (18 hours - 15%)

Students will study playwriting as they explore character development and monologue writing. The main focus of this unit will be on developing a character. Step by step students will develop this character physically, emotionally, intellectually and socially through writing in role and developing character papers and portfolios. They will write, rehearse and perform a monologue for their character in front of their peers. Detailed handouts including exemplars and rubrics will be provided for this task.

4. Culminating Activity: Cultural Cinderella (25 hours - 30%)
Students will read and research a cultural version of Cinderella, a traditional fairytale. A handout will be distributed with specific details regarding individual assignments such as a seminar presentation, character development papers and writing in role (monologue). Students will work in groups to create and perform their given cultural version of “Cinderella.” Performances must include the use of tableaux, non-verbal (movement-based) scenes, monologues, choral drama and script writing. A handout will be distributed with specific details regarding the task and rubrics will be discussed and posted. 

Evaluation:
You are evaluated on an individual basis by your teacher. Peer and self-assessments are also used in drama; however, these assessments do not impact your report card mark. There are no group marks in drama. Teachers will use “rubrics” which are designed by the teacher and/or the class and which show exactly what is being looked for in daily work and assignments. You will be marked on communication (the conveying of meaning through various forms), application of knowledge and skills, knowledge and understanding (subject specific theory), and thinking (use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes). Simply stated this means you will be marked on: How well you show/present your work. How well you work with others. How well you come up with ideas for your work. What you understand about the theory of drama. How well you use the “language” of drama to express your observations about the work.

Evaluation Tasks
Communication (30%):
Applications (30%)
Thinking (20%)

Knowledge (20%)
Formative (70%) –

Put It Together (5%)
Put It Together GW (5%)
Report 1 Reflect (5%)
Vocab test (5%) 

Darkwood Choral (5%)
Darkwood GW (5%)
Report 2 Reflect (5%)
Docudrama Test (5%)
Story Drama (5%)

Story Drama (5%)
Report 3 Reflect (5%)
Main Stage (5%)
Hall of Mtn. King (5%)
Hall Mtn. King GW (5%)
Improvisation (5%)
Improvisation (5%)



Improvisation Test (5%)

Monologue (5%)

Written Mono (5%)
Mono Reflect (5%)

Summative (30%) – Cultural Cinderella Story Drama 
Story Drama (30%) 
Creative Process (30%)
Reflection (10%)

Character Work (10%)








Peer/Self Assess (10%)
Monologue (10%)
 Attendance

Due to the participatory nature of this course and the fact that students are evaluated daily, regular attendance is essential for success. Students must provide a note explaining their absence upon returning to the classroom. The “show must go on” applies to drama presentations. If a member of the group is absent on performance day, the group will be required to present making required modifications. If a student misses a presentation without notifying the teacher in advance, he/she may receive a zero. Teachers will attempt to accommodate student absence if they are informed 72 hours prior to the day of evaluation. If students are ill on the day of presentation, they must phone the drama department and leave a message. Due to the group work nature of drama, make-up assignments are atypical. 
Homework
You will be required to see Docudramas at lunch and the school play in the evening. You will write play reviews on these two productions in addition to 5 reflection papers over the course of the year. Most of your written work, rehearsal and play development will be during class; however, if you miss class, it is your responsibility to talk to your peers or your teacher to get caught up with the work. Work that is handed in late may receive a 10% deduction and, after 5 days, the teacher may not accept the work late. 
DRAMA DEPARTMENT: CLASSROOM ROUTINES
Enter through the proper door and place your shoes and bags in the appropriate place.
Only water is allowed to be consumed. No gum. Sit in the circle...do not lie down, sit on chairs, or lean against the wall. No talking out during question of the day...listen to the responses of your classmates. Come to drama with a pen, pencil, paper and your binder.  All drama handouts and writings should be kept in a section in your binder. Bring only drama supplies to class. We are not responsible for lost or stolen items. Students are not to bring real or imitation weapons of any kind to school to use as props. TDSB policy dictates that students in possession of imitation weapons will be suspended from school and may face expulsion.
CODE OF BEHAVIOR
RESPECT self, others, the work and environment. LISTEN openly and attentively. AVOID PUT DOWNS. PRACTICE CONFIDENTIALITY. Drama is always about people, for people and with people. To be successful you must get involved, give what you can, take risks, and be supportive, respectful and encouraging. It won’t always be easy, but positive effort will result in far more than just good marks. 
